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We would like to welcome the
following new members to Valley Potters:

Prue Morrison

Martin Ellingworth 

Carly Housiaux 

Michal Schneider

Joanne Maggs

NEW MEMBERS

NEWSLETTER contributions are always welcome.
Please send photos and articles to me:
helena@valleypotters.org.au

Membership is due for renewal 1st July

VALLEY POTTERS MEMBERSHIP
A $50.00 one-year Valley Potters Membership
with electronic delivery of newsletter.

Complete the Valley Potters Membership 
Application form.
We welcome & encourage Victorian clay lovers to learn 
& share our collective knowledge of achieving ceramic 
craftsmanship. www.valleypotters.org.au

MEMBERSHIP
RENEWAL 2021/2022

committee members

President
Juliet Widdows
juliet@valleypotters.org.au

Vice President
Alli Duckworth 
alli@valleypotters.org.au

Secretary & Public Officer
Laura Windmill
laura@valleypotters.org.au

Treasurer
Meg Ford
meg@valleypotters.org.au

Property Officer
Laura Windmill
laura@valleypotters.org.au

Exhibitions Officer
Bernadette Skinner
bernadette@valleypotters.org.au

Assistant Exhibitions Officer
Kate Young
kathrynmayyoung@gmail.com

Workshops Officer
Jill Anderson
jill@valleypotters.org.au

Assistant Workshops Officer
Linda Moore
lukeandlinda@ozemail.com.au

Newsletter Officer
Helena Griffiths
helena@valleypotters.org.au

Assistant Newsletter Officer
Juliet Widdows
juliet@valleypotters.org.au

Website Administrator
Danielle Segal
danielle@valleypotters.org.au

Facebook / Instagram Page

Administrator
Kate Young
kathrynmayyoung@gmail.com

General Committee Members
Karen Goldsmith
Sharon Twining

Thank you to those who have contributed to our
VPinc NEWSLETTER. Can't do it without your help.

VALLEY POTTERS
APRON $40.00

This lovely practical apron is

a fundraiser for the Valley

Potters. It is beautifully

embroidered with our logo.

Money raised will help keep

our costs down and make

you look fabulous.

Made with polyester/cotton blend.
One size.

CLICK HERE
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We are gradually getting back to our new

normal. However, weather and Covid managed

to cancel our Naked Raku plans, but our Pit

Firing looked promising - 20th August and with

lots of participants. This is one event where

numbers aren’t limited. Great results!

We continue to have new members join our

fabulous group…

Our Raku firing went really well and there were

fabulous results coming out of the kilns.

Glenn England shared her vast knowledge and

expertise earlier in our glaze workshop. She

always gives us so much of her time and

knowledge, Thanks Glenn! Results were seen

being shared at the Pit Firing.

MIRA exhibition is gearing up; 19th November
til 22nd January 2023. So please get potting and

make sure you enter the Exhibition. It is a

wonderful opportunity to be involved and the

show will last over the Christmas / Summer

season.

Coming up is the Gippsland Weekend Away

22nd/23rd October. Saturday, we will be visiting

Zak Chalmers’ beautiful Studio outside of

Leongatha. Lunch in Meeniyan followed by a

visit to Anne Marie Gentile’s Studio. A trip to

Owen Rye’s, then dinner in Leongatha. Fabulous

fun and so interesting seeing where potters live,

work and create. Sunday sees us at Sue

Acheson’s Studio then on to the Town and

Country Gallery in Yarragon. Then Homeward

bound, after much enjoyment in the company of

fellow potters.

So much is coming up, we hope you can be part

of all this and please feel free to suggest anything

interesting or noteworthy for our members.

Most importantly our AGM is on 25th

September at Japara. We will be having the

meeting at 11.30, followed by the usual feast,

Quiz and a short session using Photo booths to

help make the best photos of your work-

essential to have decent images these days, for

any applications or advertising.

Details of our Christmas Get Together soon!
Hoping to see all of our Members there.

Juliet

July / August 2022
PRESIDENT'S REPORT

Ray Laurens is the owner and working director of Northcote

Pottery Supplies and also a ceramic artist, based in Melbourne.

Max and Fifi, How fantastic

are you both. It will be so

lovely to see you at the AGM

and be the ever patient Quiz

masters for us!

Congrats and our Heartfelt

Thanks go out to Max and

Fifi Campbell who have sold

their Clayworks business to

Northcote Pottery. Max and

Fifi have been absolute

stalwart supporters of Valley

Potters for many years now.

They have sponsored our

Acquisition Award and hold

all the winning pieces in

cabinets at their Factory . 

https://www.valleypotters.org.au/
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Starting at 11am
Bring along 3 of your pieces to photograph

 AGM + Workshop
25th September 2022What's Up

Bring a plate to share,

AGM, Quiz and Free
Photo Workshop !

Raffles, silent auction,

prizes and Memberships

available on the day.

https://www.valleypotters.org.au/agm.html
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What's On
Despite all the predictions for a chilly and wet day with

plenty of mud under foot, we were blessed with absolutely

perfect weather for pit firing. Just a little drizzling rain and,

yes, muddy gumboots.

The location, on
a hilly farm
overlooking
Western Port
Bay was stunning!

20th August 2022
Pit Firing Workshop

Meri, Graeme, Linda and Alli had organised a

trailer load of old fence palings and we began by

stacking them and digging out the base of the pit

that had survived since the last firing 2 years

ago. Danielle brought bags of sawdust and they

were emptied into the bottom of the pit.

Laura directed the placement of pots and

materials to give colour flashings, while Linda

did a great job of positioning all the pots in the

pit and sprinkling the copper carbonate and salt

around them. 

https://www.valleypotters.org.au/store/p43/pit-firing-workshop.html


What's On
continued....

Pit Firing Workshop
Other materials such as seaweed, banana peels, coffee

grounds and copper wire were placed around pots by

those that wanted extra effects.

The fire makers then got into action, layering the fence palings

and scrunched up newspaper. The breeze picked up and so did

the flames from our open pit! We very quickly put the corrugated

iron sheets over the fire! Thank you, Laura for directing the pit

filling and firing. 

https://www.valleypotters.org.au/store/p43/pit-firing-workshop.html


What's On
continued....

Pit Firing Workshop

https://www.valleypotters.org.au/store/p43/pit-firing-workshop.html


What's On
continued....

Pit Firing Workshop
Lunch, at Annie and Jeff’s cosy house, was as always a

very generous spread contributed to by all the participants.

After lunch, Linda and Meri set up their half barrel to heat up pots

for the feathers and horse hair firing. Linda tirelessly lifted out

everyone's pots and Meri instructed us on how to place the horse

hair, feathers and sugar with exciting results.

Horse Hair and Feather Firing

https://www.valleypotters.org.au/store/p43/pit-firing-workshop.html


What's On
continued....

Thank you so much, Annie and Jeff, for allowing us,

once again, to invade your beautiful country abode.

Jill Anderson

Pit Firing Workshop

Results of the "Pit Firing" 
will be in the September 2022
issue of the VPinc Newsletter

https://www.valleypotters.org.au/store/p43/pit-firing-workshop.html


YOUR INTEREST

ON WEBSITE

NEW DATES
 REGISTER

CLICK

HERE

YES,
YOU can help
Valley Potters !

We all have a place
in this wonderful group
of Ceramic Creatives
and you can have your
say too!

We welcome and value any
input, suggestions, ideas for
Studio Visits or Workshops.

Raise your voice and tell us what you are interested in.

To support these events we hold Raffles, Silent Auctions, 
Merchandise and more in order to raise funds for
Gallery Hiring and paying Guest Tutors.

Hop on the website, like us on Facebook and
Instagram and spread the word amongst fellow enthusiasts.
We Need You!  CLICK HERE

CLICK

HERE
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Danielle Segal - And So It Flows

All Members are invited

19 Nov 2022 - 18 Jan 2023
Opening Reception 19 Nov 2022

2pm - 3:30pm

to join us and take part in our annual group exhibition

by going to our website www.valleypotters.org.au 

and click on the Link to exhibit with us!

"From the Ground Up"

Gallipoli Park
11 Murchison Street
Marysville VIC 3779
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https://www.valleypotters.org.au/store/p44/mira-exhibition.html

Two Options: Fill in On-line form below or
Download .PDF files and fill in forms and
email to: exhibitions@valleypotter.org.au

Entry closing date: Monday 18th October 2022
​NO LATE ENTRIES WILL BE ACCEPTED

End of Year Picnic Get Together
Sunday 11 December - 11am to 4pm

     Reminder: Don't forget our end of year function for all members

Meet at 12.30 at the Coolart Gardens Information Centre 
Each person to bring a plate to share.

Those who want can meet earlier at 11.15 am at the Point Leo Estate to 
walk around the sculptural exhibition ($10 & $5 conc.) There is, also, the sculptural
award at the Montalto Winery (free) that can be visited on the way. 

Coolart Gardens, Somers

Any help from family or
friends to help move
the plinths would be
greatly appreciated!
Contact Bernadette,
exhibitions@valleypotters.org.au

Please be sure to let us know if you

do not want to be considered for the  
          Acquisition Award

"OPT OUT" 
The Acquisition Award has the
prize money of $400. If your work is

priced higher that $400, you may

want to "Opt Out" as the winner will

only be paid $400.
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Annual Exhibition 
'From The Ground Up'

'From The Ground Up' will be the 2022
Annual Exhibition for Valley Potters Inc., and 
describes the range of beautiful ceramic
artworks created with the wonderful and
precious resource from the earth, clay.

Each artist derives inspiration for their work
from different places, such as their 
surroundings, their loves, their passions and
their imagination. As each pair of hands has
different experiences and works with the
malleable clay in their own way, each piece is
unique and holds a piece of the artist's DNA 
and soul within it.

This exhibition is made up of the works of
several artists comprising of sculptural,
functional and decorative pieces on display.
These are made and fired using various
techniques, such as hand building, wheel
throwing, primitive firing, gas or electric firing.

It is a true pleasure to showcase the collection
of so many talented local ceramic artists in
 'From The Ground Up'.

Bernadette Skinner,
Exhibition Officer

exhibitions@valleypotters.org.au

Vessel by, Helen Trudinger

It’s time for all our members to get hard to work wedging

and sweet talking that clay. Those pots for our annual

exhibition in November aren’t going to make themselves!

Valley Potters Annual Member’s Exhibition for 2022 is 
called “From The Ground Up” and will be held at The MiRA 
Gallery at Marysville Information + Regional Artspace,11 
Murchison St, Marysville 3779 
Saturday 19th November – Sunday 22nd January 2023
Everyday 10am to 4pm

General Information:
The committee had been working on entry forms and
flyers that are available on our website: 
valleypotters.org.au

As it’s over such a long period, purchasers will be able to 
take their pots on the spot so members can supply and 
leave back up pieces. The good news is that this 
exhibition does not need to be manned by Valley Potters 
members. 

Bump in / out dates

Bump in: Delivery of work Friday 18th November 11am 
-12noon. Other drop off points in Officer, Abbotsford and 
Healesville will be available for those that can’t make the 
bump in.

Bump out: Monday 23rd January 2pm - 3pm.

Healesville Dinner & Accommodation Friday 18th 
November

As we’ll all be there for the bump in on Friday and for the 
opening on Saturday, we’re hoping that as many 
members as possible can meet up for dinner in 
Healesville on Friday night. Further details on the 
restaurant booked will be announced closer to the date. 

Just a heads up that there doesn’t appear to be a lot of 
accommodation available in the area that night so it is 
probably best to book now.

Opening is Saturday 19th November 2 – 3.30pm

Link for Forms

mailto:exhibitions@valleypotters.org.au
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End of Year Picnic Get Together
Sunday 11 December - 11am to 4pm

     Reminder: Don't forget our end of year function for all members

Meet at 12.30 at the Coolart Gardens Information Centre 
Each person to bring a plate to share.

Those who want can meet earlier at 11.15 am at the Point Leo Estate to 
walk around the sculptural exhibition ($10 & $5 conc.) There is, also, the sculptural
award at the Montalto Winery (free) that can be visited on the way. 

Coolart Gardens, Somers

February 2023 - More details to come

Friday, 2 September 2022
Herring Island has lost a friend
Herring Island has lost a friend – Simon

Fitzpatrick who operated the punt service

to Herring Island has passed away.
Simon worked at Burnley as the Punt

operator for close to 10 years.
Deepest sympathy to Simon’s family and

friends in this time of loss.

Coming up :
JOIN US FOR A FABULOUS WEEKEND AWAY IN GIPPSLAND
ITINERARY :

SATURDAY - 22ND OCTOBER
Morning visit to Zak Chalmers at Valley Plains
Studio for a tour and demonstration
Lunch in Meeniyan followed by a visit to the
Meeniyan Art Gallery, Afternoon visit to Ann-Maree
Gentile followed by a visit to Owen Rye's studio
Dinner in Leongatha, ​Overnight stay in Leongatha

SUNDAY - 23RD OCTOBER
Morning visit to Sue Acheson
Visit to the Town and Country Gallery in Yarragon

What's to
come :
REGISTER YOUR INTEREST
FOR FUTURE WORKSHOPS

Events
Galore

Creative
Drawing

tender

touch

Tours &
Demonstrations

Glass
Slumping
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SIXTY
THE JOURNAL OF AUSTRALIAN CERAMICS

60th ANNIVERSARY 1962-2022



ALICE SPRINGS

I was very fortunate to have been in Alice

Springs and attend the SIXTY exhibition at the

Araluen Cultural Precinct Gallery. A wonderful

modern building with four Galleries and home

to a vast array of Indigenous Arts. 
I was able to pass through all of the Galleries,

but there was so much to see and write about,

that I will limit this article to the SIXTY

exhibition; a showcase of fine Australian

Ceramics.
The variety of ideas, techniques and clays used

was very inspiring. Each Artist had a

recognisable style of working, yet the whole

Exhibition had a sense of flow and continuity.

Colour was achieved through oxides,

underglazes, glazing, wood firing and raw

earth. So much texture and pattern, I could see

the hand of the Artist in every movement.

Alison Milyika Carroll Kungkarangkulpa Seven Sisters Stoneware

Honor Freeman - Small acts of care and repair - Porcelain

Owen Rye -  Jar 3 - Stoneware



SIXTY
THE JOURNAL OF AUSTRALIAN CERAMICS

60th ANNIVERSARY 1962-2022



ALICE SPRINGS



... continued

Jane Sawyer- Collapse, Yield, RenewRed  - Earthenware

Jeffery Mincham- Gales of the Equinox - Mid fired clay

Pippin Drysdale-  Granite warriors Winborn rocks - Porcelain

The layering of glazes and the use of slips was

precisely done, but still it felt free flowing and

loose. Sculptural forms had a monolithic feel

even though they were relatively small. There

was a real sense of them being part of the living

landscape.

Ben Richardson- Sheltering
Local Stoneware

Shannon Garson- Beauty and Terror
Porcelain



SIXTY
THE JOURNAL OF AUSTRALIAN CERAMICS

60th ANNIVERSARY 1962-2022



ALICE SPRINGS



... continued

Greg Daly-Line of Sight - Lustre ceramic

Kirsten Coelho- Runnell - Porcelain

Dan Elbourne- Conduit - Slipcast Stoneware



I haven’t been able to put nearly enough photos

or descriptions, so this small selection of the

work on display should be enough to whet your

appetite for all things clay. I feel incredibly

lucky to have seen it, as well as the Clay on

Country exhibition which showcased the terrific

Indigenous Artists that are producing beautiful

work that comes from their association with

Country. 

Tania Rollond- Raw Assembly - Mid fire ceramic

by Juliet Widdows



Valley Potters 50th Anniversary 

We are putting out a call to our members 
who are interested in joining the 50th

Anniversary Exhibition Subcommittee.

 

CAN YOU
HELP?




We are looking for 6 to 8 members to be part 
of the organising subcommittee for the 2028, 

50th Anniversary Exhibition. 
It is only 6 years away and we want to

start preparing. 

If you would like to be part of the team, 
please contact Alli at

alli@valleypotters.org.au 

TURNS 50 IN 2028

We’d love your contribution on our Valley
Potters Instagram. 

To add posts to our tagged page,
tag your photo with @valleypottersinc

Please make sure you follow us on
Instagram: #valleypottersinc 

If you have information/photos that you think

would benefit the group email them to

social@valleypotters.org.au

Please make sure you follow us on
Facebook: Valley Potters Inc.

Instagram & Facebook

Social Media Update:

Valley Potters members are able to hire various sizes
and sets of display tables. 

These may be very useful for Open Studios and Exhibitions.
 

Price on application, starting from $10,
depending on how many sets are required.

 

 

For inquiries and bookings please contact Alli Duckworth on 
0425807230 or email vicepresident@valleypotters.org.au

CLICK HERE

DISPLAY EQUIPMENT HIRE

COST TO HIRE PLINTHS
1 - 5 Plinths $50 with a $50 deposit

6 - 10 Plinths $100 with a $100 deposit
10 - 20 Plinths $200 with a $200 deposit

Any help from family or
friends to help move
the plinths would be
greatly appreciated!
Contact Bernadette,
exhibitions@valleypotters.org.au
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after GULGONG

after Clay Gulgong 2022

Morning View -The Mansfield Farm

by Juliet Widdows




Tucked away were many bits of pots, test rings, discarded

trinkets; perhaps put there for another look at a later date. A

glaze result, an odd flash of something, a beautiful form that

somehow cracked in the firing. You could see that each

piece had been considered and held and talked about

before being placed to the side. 

There was always a secret pot hidden amongst bushes or placed

carelessly beside a kiln… these fascinated me, as they were

presumably deemed “rejects” yet they had a beauty and

presence of their own. Everywhere I turned there was a treasure

to bring a smile to my face and a little bit of joy to my heart.



after GULGONG
continued . . . .

Humble little pieces that

nestle on the shelves are

very appealing, and can

easily be overlooked. This

delightful bird spoke to

me… not literally!

Beautiful wood fired teabowls and chawans,

teapots, bowls. Some of these quiet pieces

reveal so much of the firing process, the

flames, the heat, the salts and fumes. These

amazing kilns are fiery beasts, yet they can

produce pieces of such subtlety and elegance. 
I am proud and happy to call myself a Potter

and these are my kin.   

One of the main Gallery Spaces at Morning View



6 Johnston Court, Dandenong South, VIC 3175
+61 3 9387 3911

info@northcotepotterysupplies.com.au
www.northcotepotterysupplies.com.au

mailto:info@northcotepotterysupplies.com.au
mailto:info@northcotepotterysupplies.com.au

